PRIVATE 
PRESS RELEASE:tc  \l 1 "PRESS RELEASE\:"

PRIVATE 

PRIVATE 


tc  \l 1 ""
PRIVATE 
SENT BY:
Claire Fisher, P.E., CEC QBS Chairpersontc  \l 2 "SENT BY\:
Claire Fisher, P.E., CEC QBS Chairperson"
PRIVATE 


Fisher Associates, P.E., P.C.tc  \l 1 "

Fisher Associates, P.E., P.C."


10267 Old Route 31



Clyde, New York



315-923-7787



315-923-1592 fax



cfisher@fisherassoc.com , e-mail
DATE:

12/20/99
PRIVATE 
New York State QBS Counciltc  \l 1 "New York State QBS Council"

The New York State Qualification Based Selection(QBS) Council is expanding its representation by forming regional QBS councils throughout NYS.  The Council, which is a joint effort of NYS American Institute of Architects, American Public Works Association, NYS Society of Professional Engineers, Consulting Engineers Council of NYS and NYS Association of Professional Land Surveyors, has representatives from each of these organizations who sit on the steering committee.  The regional councils will be similarly comprised, and will consist of one representative from each professional society.  These representatives will direct and focus QBS activities, and will act as the communication link to each of their respective professional organizations.  Regional councils are initially being formed in the Buffalo-Western, Rochester, Central New York, Southern Tier and Eastern New York areas.  Eventually the activities will be expanded to include the South Eastern and New York City areas.


The formation of the regional councils will:  improve the effectiveness of the QBS Council by identifying and reacting to local QBS concerns on a more timely and pro-active basis; utilize a network of regional council volunteers that represent a wide variety of professionals and different client bases; educate local professional chapters on the existence and function of the QBS Council; involve members in local QBS issues; and obtain local ‘wish lists’ of QBS activities.  


Some of the activities that have been discussed at the regional council meetings held to date include preparing a library of QBS handout material; compiling a list of local and state newsletters so that QBS activities can be periodically published; identifying local QBS advocates that can meet with and assist procurement agencies; and assisting agencies and  communities with procuring professional design services by holding a half-day conference on the process.  


An important and critical part of the regional activities will focus on the benchmarking process.  By impartially interviewing agencies that do not use the QBS process, we can determine what typical concerns are.  This information will allow us to educate ourselves about owner concerns and will position us to better respond to them.  


Regional councils in Buffalo, Rochester and Central New York have been organized, and member societies are identifying their volunteers for the Southern Tier and Eastern areas.  We’ll keep you updated on their progress.


If you have questions on the NYS QBS Council or the regional QBS Councils, please contact either Bruce Clifford of the NYS QBS Council at 315-252-8214, e-mail at bruceclifford@clarityconnect.com; or Claire Fisher, QBS Chairperson, at Fisher Associates, P.C., 315-923-7787, e-mail at cfisher@fisherassoc.com.  

