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The New York State QBS Council announced today that the Council participated

in a presentation to over 350 NYS School, Construction Management and Design

Professional representatives in Albany on November 28,2000.  

The NYS School Construction Conference was sponsored by the NYS Education Department and the General Building Contractors (GBC) of NYS.  The conference covered  school financing, procurement of professional services, construction management, legal issues, and the roles and responsibilities of involved parties. 

The QBS Council spoke to the group on the importance of selecting Design Professionals for school projects based on qualifications rather than price.  The use of Qualifications Based  Selection (QBS) for public projects such as schools:

· meets all NYS legal requirements,

· results in the selection of the most qualified firm,

· provides for a scope of work that best serves students and taxpayers, 

· leads to the lowest fair price for design work,

· saves school districts money by providing adequate investigation of all design issues, including operation and maintenance costs, and

· results in a completed project that is the best value long term for the taxpayers.

GBC members support qualifications based selection because the plans are more complete, the contractor can provide a more competitive bid, and there are significantly fewer change orders during construction.

For more information on the use of QBS for public projects contact Bruce Clifford of the NYS QBS Council at 315-252-8214 or go to our web site, at www.NYSQBS.ORG.     
