DPCLI Designated Local Representative for QBS Council
by John W. Naylor, Jr., P.E.

The Design Professional's Coalition of Long Island has been designated as a regional center for the New York State QBS Council (www.nysqbs.org).  QBS or Qualifications Based Selection is the preferred method for engaging design professionals.  Known as the Brooks Bill with regard to federal procurement and the "Mini-Brooks"or Padavan Bill in New York State, said legislation dictates that those agencies under the jurisdiction of said bills not engage design professionals on the basis if the lowest price bid.

Instead, said agencies are required to select the most qualified design professional and then begin negotiations with that firm.  If a satisfactory financial agreement can not be reached, the agency would start anew with the 2nd most qualified firm and so on until an agreement was mutually acceptable.

The purpose of the QBS Council is to monitor the activities of those agencies in NYS subject to this legislation and to promote the adoption of these procedures even where not prescribed by law.  As a "regional center" for the QBS Council, DPCLI will serve 1) as a conduit for the dissemination of QBS information prepared by the Council, 2) contact agencies and owners responsible for consultant procurement and encourage them to use qualifications as the preferred method of selecting their consultants and 3) to promote QBS through meetings, seminars and sponsored activities throughout the Long Island region.

Among the more recent activities performed by the Council are the following:

� Placed a series of 4 QBS ads for insertion into these magazines:  Talk of the Towns, issued by the Association of Towns of the State of New York; NYSAC News, issued by the NYS Association of Counties; and On Board, issued by the NYS School Board Association.  Look for them!

� Set up a trade booth at the NYS School Board Association meeting in Syracuse, NY on October 24-27, 2002.

� Setting up  trade booths at upcoming conferences hosted by the NY Conference of Mayors, the NYS Association of Counties, the NYS Association of Towns,  the NYS Association of County Highway Superintendents, the NYS Association of Professional Land Surveyors, and NYSSPE.

� Proactively contacted procuring agencies that were using price-based selection for procuring their r professional A/E services and  sent a letter to legislative and engineering contacts asking them to consider the use of QBS.  

� Are in the process of drafting letters thanking agencies for using QBS.  These will be sent to owners and agencies, as identified by the members of our sponsor organizations, who utilize QBS when selecting A / E / Survey firms.

The following organizations are official sponsors of the QBS Council.

� New York State Society of Professional Engineers 

� New York State Chapter of American Institute of Architects 

� New York State Consulting Engineers Council 

� New York State Association of Professional Land Surveyors 

� New York State Chapter of American Public Works Association

� NYS Council of Landscape Architects

We ask therefore that DPCLI members advise us when they encounter instances of price based selection so that DPCLI and the QBS Council can jointly engage in a letter writing / educational campaign.  We ask also that you visit the QBS web site, educate yourself on the topic so that you are in a position to speak to existing and prospective clients when the situation arises.

Finally we ask that you support your professional societies financially in order that said sponsoring organizations can continue to fund this effort.  Recent QBS efforts was “jump started” with $10,000 grants from ACEC, APWA, AIA, and NSPE.  Without your financial support, it’s difficult to properly fund these efforts.
